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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In February, we will once again 

transition into the liturgical 

season of Lent.  Lent is a 40 

day period of preparation for 

Easter.  How are we challenged 

to prepare?  By focusing on the 

question, “How are things    

between you and the Lord?” and intentionally 

deepening that relationship.  There will be a       

variety of opportunities offered through the 

church to do this:  Sunday School Classes, Worship 

services, small groups, and the mission challenge 

for Haiti.  Also, it is a time of self-examination,    

repentance, and prayer.  Some people find prac-

tices of fasting, giving up or adding something for 

Lent to be helpful.  When we fast from food (or 

other things), we are called to feast on God 

through scripture, silence, meditation, etc.  To 

fully experience Lent and Easter, we must be      

willing to die to self and rise with Christ!   

Let us accept the challenge and see what        

wonderful things that God has planned for us.  If 

you haven’t yet signed the prayer wheel to pray 

daily for the church, please do so.  As we learn to 

pray without ceasing, miracles happen.                           

   To God be the glory!  

 Holy Lent, 

 Sylvia 

HAITI:  A CALL FOR HELP! 

Haiti Emergency,   

UMCOR Advance:  #418325 

“We are working with our partners on the 

ground to provide immediate relief to the      

people in Haiti,” says Melissa Crutchfield,  

UMCOR’s international disaster response  

executive. “UMCOR is coordinating with the 

Methodist Church of Haiti to send teams to 

assist with the relief efforts.”   In the short 

term, UMCOR is responding to basic needs  

for food and shelter. In the weeks, months 

and years ahead, UMCOR will stay to provide 

for those who are homeless, injured, and  

bereft.  UMCOR is working with partners,      

Action by Churches Together, Church World 

Service, Global Medic and the Methodist 

Church to respond effectively to the people of 

Haiti after this devastating earthquake shook 

the nation’s capital, Port-au-Prince on Jan. 12. 

Haiti is often referred to as "the poorest of the 

poor.  United Methodist Communications    

continues to  provide news coverage of the 

situation in Haiti, including how the church is 

responding.  Later in this newsletter, you will 

see how we here at FUMC will be challenged to 

help the people of Haiti. 

 www.umc.org/haiti.  



 

 

Upcoming Events 
Feb 3: 5:30pm Midweek Fundraiser Meal- Missions Team  

 Chili Dinner 

Feb 4: United Methodist Day, Virginia General Assembly 

Feb 7: “Souper” Bowl Sunday  

Youth Raise Money during Worship Services for FACES 

Feb 9: 7pm Church Council 

Feb 10: 5:30pm Midweek Meal honoring Medical Professionals.   

Feb 14: Valentines Day 

Feb 15: President’s Day 

Feb 16: 5:00pm - 7:00pm, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Feb 17: MOPS 9:30am to 11:30am 

Feb 17: Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00pm 

Feb 20: 10:00am - 2:30pm, Five Talent Training, Worship.         

Cosby High School Midlothian 

Feb 21: First Sunday in Lent 

Feb 24: 12:00pm, Farmville Area Ministerial Association  

 Lenten Lunch, Farmville UMC 

Feb 28: Second Sunday in Lent 

Page 2 Five Talent Training 

Session 2 - Worship 

Saturday - Feb 20, 2010 

This event, the second  

of five scheduled for the  

5 Talent Academy, will  

focus on worship.   Sally 

Morgenthaler, known 

best for her book, 

 "Worship Evangelism,"  

will join as the quest speaker. 
Registration required:  
www.vaumc.org 

Cosby High School, 14300 Fox Club 

Parkway, Midlothian 

 

For more information: 

Rev. Sylvia Meadows 

434.392.4686 

smeadows@farmvilleumc.org 

The Virginia Conference Lay Ministries Academy 

VUMAC, Blackstone February 26 -  February 28 

Courses:  Basic Training for Adults  

 (First training step to becoming a Lay Speaker) 

Advanced Lay Speaking Courses  

 (Continuing Education for keeping Certification current) 

contact Cyndi Schnell at 434-292-5308 

United Methodist Women 

Farmville District Prayer Breakfast 

Saturday, February 20th, VUMAC  Blackstone, Virginia 

Registration 9:00 a.m.   Breakfast 9:30 a.m.    

Cost: $8.00 per person 

Our Guest Speaker is the Rev. Jeaux Simmons.  Jeaux is a full-time local 

pastor of the Virginia Conference, appointed to serve as Chaplain for the 

Halifax Regional Hospice.  She has served with Hospice for three years. 

For information contact Susan Rigg at: 

  (434) 572-4406 or revednsusan@embarqmail.com. 

SENIOR ADULTS 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010 

10:30am-12:00pm 

Covered Dish Luncheon 

Fellowship Room 

Presentation given by: 

Nancy Lewis, Provider Relations 
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February 3rd  February 10th 

Missions 

Team  

Fundraiser  

Chili  

With 

all 

the fixings! 

Baked Ziti 

Meatballs  or 

 Sausage 

Garden Salad 

Fresh Baked Rolls 

Wednesday Menu 

We have been blessed to have several of the Longwood Athletics Sports Teams 

help with our mid-week meals during this past session. Wednesday, January 20, 

the Women’s Softball team joined us, January 27, the  Women’s Soccer Team  helped out and February 10, 

the Men’s Golf Team join us.  The members and coaches of these teams join us for our meal, helped serve 

and then cleaned up afterwards.  What a joy and pleasure to have the young people join us and serve us.  We 

look forward to having them join us in the future!  

Longwood University Sports Teams Served Us! 

Small Group Gatherings 

During Lent, let us take the opportunity to gather in small groups for 

Christian support, prayer and Bible study in a home group setting.   

 

Using the book: Friendship - living a Connected life, you will enjoy a 6  

week series on learning to balance 5 elements of a healthy spiritual life.  These elements  

include: Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship, Evangelism & Ministry.  

 

If you would like to be a part of a group or host a group in your home, please contact me. 

Mandy Newman- anewman@farmvilleumc.org 

Only 2 weeks left in the Winter Session of FUMC Mid-Week! 

   ……...provided the catering for the past 

     session of our Mid-Week meals.   

  A GREAT BIG THANK YOU   

    to Dennis and his staff for providing us       

with wonderful, tasty meals.  Join them   

anytime for Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, 

their Ice-Cream Bar or have them cater 

your special event.  

MERK’S PLACE 

2106 W. Third St. 

Farmville  

392.4746 

(closed Sunday) 



 

 

Staff Contact Information: 

Main Office   434-392-4686  

Martha Taylor, Secretary  -  392-4686  ext 21

 FUMC@farmvilleumc.org 

Rev. Sylvia Meadows, Pastor  -  392-4686 ext 24   

 Cell  434-390-7955  

 smeadows@farmvilleumc.org     

 Rev. Dr. Paul Baker, Assoc. Pastor  -  392-4686  ext  23 

 pbaker@hsc.edu 

Mandy Newman, Dir. Discipleship  -  392-4686 ext 26

 anewman@farmvilleumc.org             

Jennifer Kinne,   Dir. Programming  -  392-4686  ext 22 

 jlgkinne@gmail.com  

Debbie Lehman,   Newsletter Editor  -                      

 dlehman@kinex.net        434-392-6600    

OPPORTUNITIES TO LOOK FORWARD TO! 

BIBLE QUIZ CORNER 

     What did Jesus say his earthly mission 

was all about? Choose the  correct answer 

from the list below:  

 

 A. Doing his own will  

 B. Doing God’s will  

 C. Doing the will of the people  

 D. All of the above  Answer:  (See John 5:30.) 

      Help us fill in every minute of our 

churches prayer wheel.  The prayer 

wheel will be floating around the 

church over the next several weeks 

and we will be looking for YOU to help 

us fill in the holes.   

If you are interested in participating in praying for our 

church, contact: 

Debbie Lehman:  dlehman@kinex.net  call 392.6600

 Let’s pray for our church 

 “24-7-365” 

The SONrise Singers will sing the 4th 

Sunday of every month from January 

through June.  If you would like to sing 

at the 8:30  service with us anytime,    

please join us. 
We meet at 8:00am on Sunday morning in the McGraw-Haga 

Sunday school room to rehearse.  

We sing easy songs or familiar hymns.   

We would love to have new and familiar voices! 

Contact:  Donna Fuller at:   reneewynn@yahoo.com 

Come join the:    'Knit-Wits''  
 

every Thursday, 3:30pm  
in the Holten Classroom. 
All skill levels - Free Help 

Friendship & Fun! 

SPECIAL NEEDS TRAINING 

When: Saturday March 6
th       

  

9am to 3pm 

Where: VUMAC 

Topics: Autism, Vision Loss, Hearing Loss, Physical 

Handicaps, and the Americans With Disabilities Act.   

Registration:   Cost for this training will be $10, 

(includes lunch).   

Registration:  www.umcfarmville.org 

Or contact:  Jennifer Kingsley jkkingsley@hotmail.com 

Farmville Area Ministerial Association 

Lenten Lunch Schedule 

Join in this wonderful  

Lunchtime service and  

Enjoy a short worship service, light lunch and great 

fellowship with community members.  

 

February 24        Farmville United Methodist Church 

March  3               First Baptist Church 

March 10             St. Theresa’s Catholic Church 

March 17             Farmville Presbyterian Church 

March 24             John’s Memorial Episcopal Church 

Good Friday Service, April 2 -  Farmville Baptist Church 



 

 

On behalf of the inmates, I would like to thank you for your gift of 

stamps, cards and books for the jail ministry.  These items are common 

place to us, but to an inmate, it is a little bit of heaven 

to them.  We are now looking for books to fill our  

library cart, which is pretty slim.  Would love to       

especially love to have the Harry Potter series as well 

as the Twilight series book sets.  Again, thanks so very 

much for your support.   

   Sheila Hight, Jail Ministry 

Thank you for everything you do, it means so much to 

us!  I want to thank everyone who helped me celebrate 

my 40th birthday.  Your cards were greatly appreciated.

  "Love... Pam Watson." 

MARSHALL SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

∗ Rachel Atkinson - Meredith College, Raleigh, NC 

∗ Elizabeth “Lizzie” Byrnes - Longwood University 

∗ Clay Johnson - Virginia Tech 

Each recipient received a $500 scholarship.   

For more information, contact Linnie Kernodle.   

A huge Thank You to all of the FUMC fam-

ily for your kind  hospi-

tality, generous gifts and 

much love shown to our 

friends from Cuba, Julio 

& Estrella Sereno.  We 

have a wonderful bond with this special 

family and look    forward to seeing them 

again and having them share their love of 

Christ with us again soon.   

“Blessed are those who mourn,  for they will be comforted;”   

    Matthew 5:4 

The Funeral Ministry give their heartfelt “thanks” 

to each of you for your continued     support of the 

funeral ministries.   We would    not be able to  support the families of 

those  that have lost a loved one without your help.  All of the families 

truly appreciative and are very grateful for the love and support we 

are able to show them through your generous giving.   

    “The Funeral Ministry Team” 

Dear FUMC Friends,  

Hunter and I, as well as our family 

members extend a   heartfelt 

thanks for all you did for us when 

my father,  Lawrence Sours passed 

away on January 5th.  Sylvia, the funeral 

ministry personnel and your many individual 

kindnesses have been part of our ongoing 

grief and healing process.  Since my father 

joined us in Farmville eleven years ago he 

considered himself part of our church family.  

Everyone welcomed him with open arms 

and open hearts.  Our choir has been        

especially dear to his heart.  Than you so 

much for your love and support.  We pray 

for the continued success and for the far 

reaching  blessings for the Farmville United 

Methodist Church.   

 With Gratitude, Llewellyn Watson 

Sylvia and members of Farmville United Methodist Church, 

I would like to thank all of you for your Christian love and caring the recent loss of my Son, 

Reverend Mark Niederbrock and his family in Farmville, Va..  Mark was a very caring and     

loving Son as well as a compassionate Presbyterian Minister and my granddaughter Emma 

was a loving person, and as many teenagers are, in teenage rebellion.  I can and will hold on 

to the loving HUG that I received from her and Mark as they put me on the train the first part of August not knowing 

that this was the last here on earth that I would only be able to hold onto that memory.  

 God had lifted me up even before I realized what had happened.  The communication that I have with God is 

amazing and He lets me know that He hears.  I have heard about the Peace that passes all understanding, however this 

is the first time that this has been so clearly shown.  I ask that you keep me lifted up, as the time goes on and during 

the trial of the person who committed this horrible tragedy. 

I  try very hard to understand the WHY, God understands and asks only that I, through faith, depend on his unfailing 

grace and mercy.  

 We all have to go through our own trials, God is always there and will give the Peace to all who receive.   

       In Christian Love,  Jan Niederbrock 
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JOIN US FOR OUR  

YOUTH  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Every Sunday from 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

 Grades 6-8  Room 21, 2nd Floor 

   Grades 9-12   Room 1, 1st Floor     

 
 

 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————–———————————————–——————————————————————————————— 

February 3,  Wednesday Mid-Week –  

Dinner at 5:30 followed by Youth time, including fellowship and games. 

 

February 7 – Souper Bowl Sunday- Mission Op/Activity 

This is the annual collection of money for our local FACES Food 

Pantry.  Several youth will be needed to participate after both 

services. 

 

February 10,  Wednesday Mid-Week –  

Mission Op/Activity – We will meet after dinner to assemble 

all of the items necessary for a Valentines Party for youth at 

the local Juvenile Detention Center. This may include cup-

cakes, cookies, candy, drinks, plates, cups,  napkins, cards, 

decorations, etc. Sheila Hight, who is in charge of the Jail    

Ministry at our church, will join us. Donations of supplies are 

most welcome! Contact me. Note: We will send the party to them, we will 

not be visiting the Detention Center! 

 

Date TBA – Snow Tubing Trip!!! – Planning is underway, so stay      

   tuned for more info to come! 

 

Looking ahead:  
March 14 – May 23  Confirmation Class!  

 

SAVE THE DATE!   
 July 4 – 10 - Summer Youth Mission Trip to the Eastern Shore of Virginia. We will 

be working with Harvest of Hope, and will begin talking about fund raising for the 

trip soon! Jeff Postans is our leader, so let one of us know if you are interested. 


